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The Municipal Elections are approaching and citizens need to put forward their expectations from 
their candidates. Here are few expectations of a voter from Mumbai:

IMPORTANT ISSUES THAT CAN BE INCLUDED IN THE ELECTION MENIFESTO OF 
FORTHCOMING MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS OF MUMBAI CITY

1. Entire city will be upgraded as smart city, 
cleanest city & tourist city

2. City's infrastructure will be like Tokyo / 
Singapore

3. Property tax will be reduced by 25%.

4. Water charges will be reduced to 40% & 
water will be available for 24 hours to 
everyone. Old pipelines of British Era will 
be replaced.

5. Sewage water has seeped into the clean-
water wells of the city. All the sewage lines 
will be repaired & such seepage will be 
stopped. Sewage water will be treated and 
recycled.

6. Garbage will be collected and transported 
during the night time only. Density of 
garbage bins will be 100 meters for entire 
city. Garbage will be given to the chemical 
company for converting it into compost and 
energy. No garbage dumping yard will be in 
the city. Mumbai will be as clean as Europe 
/ Singapore.

7. All open Nullahs will be covered.

8. Mithi river (and all the rivers of Mumbai) will 
be totally clean and boating will be 
introduced as recreation.

9. Cleaning staff of BMC shall be given best 
compensation, free medical treatment and 
free education to their children.

10. All the buffallo sheds will be shifted out of 
Mumbai. Gowshalas will be permitted.

11. No pollution emitting factory will be 
permitted in the city. Except Industrial 
estates, factory will not be permitted 
anywhere.

12. Density of public urinals, Toilets & 
Bathrooms will be 3Kms/unit.

13. Density of Gardens, Children's park, 

Playground, Gymkhana will be one unit for 
the population of 5000.

14. Medical facilities in the BMC hospitals will 
be of world class.

15. Free medical treatment to all the BPL 
citizens (having income upto Rs.6 lacs per 
annum)

16. Road digging for repairing the pipelines or 
cables will be carried out after 11PM and 
completed before 5AM.

17. Footpaths meant for the pedestrians will be 
made free of all the encroachments, 
hawkers etc.

18. Existing BMC markets will be expanded 
and upgraded. New markets will be 
established at each new housing complex 
for a density of population of 5000.

19. Existing list of BMC contractors will be 
dropped (all are Marwaris and responsible 
for corruption and inferior quality of work).

20. Corruption in BMC will be brought to zero 
level. Corrupt employee/s will be sacked, 
without any sympathy.

21. BMC staff will be reduced to 50%. Exit route 
will be provided. Daily Time-sheet will be 
introduced for existing employees. Their 
productivity will be measured and non-
productive employees will be sacked. BMC 
services will be categorised as essential 
services like Military, Railway and Hospital 
etc. Strike will be banned for BMC 
employees.

22. Rallies and processions will be permitted 
only during 12PM to 4PM, with prior 
permission. Any damage to the public/ 
private property by the mobs/rallyists will 
be compensated by the organiser. 

23. No new slum will come up in Mumbai. 
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Respective corporator will be responsible 
for his/her ward. His/her election will be null 
& void if he/she fails to check new slum.

24. Existing slums will be removed & slum-
dwellers will be provided pucca flats on rent 
(They can't sell or sub-let).

25. All the unauthorised constructions will be 
either regularised or demolished. Builders 
responsible for unauthorised structures will 
be blacklisted forever.

26. Quality and Standard of Education in BMC 
schools will be upgraded to Convent level.

27. All diesel vehicles will be banned. All 15 
year old vehicles (exception vintage cars) 
will be phased out.

28. For smooth running of traffic, all the 
junctions will have Flyover Bridge and 
traffic signals will be removed.

29. All the skywalks will have escalators.

30. Elevated corridor will be planned for the 
road traffic. The city will be redesigned like 
paris for greenery. 

31. Mumbai Tourism will be developed for the 
Heritage structures.

32. All the stray dogs & animals will be sent to 
appropriate shelters out of Mumbai. 
Urbanisation has no place for stray 
animals.

33. All the types and posters can be displayed 
at a given place ( & not anywhere or 
everywhere). Pol i t ic ians'  banners 
permitted for only one month during 
election.

34. Candidates with criminal record or 
convicted for any crime will not be eligible 
for fighting election.

35. Rural areas adjoining Mumbai will not be 
annexed to the city.

36. Provide free Wi-Fi connection throughout 
the city.

37. Provide free internet connection to all the 
educational institutes and homes.

38. Free Reading room for students in every 
suburb of Mumbai in BMC building having 
minimum capacity of 200 students.

Shri Jitu Merchant has 
been elected as a 
Trustee of Mumbai 
Photographers 
Association (Regd) for 
the years 2016-17.

Congratulations
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Anirudh Ashwin Ashar
Anirudh graduated in  Commerce but he was always interested 
in drawing and painting. After graduating he joined his family 
business  and also pursued his interest of drawing and painting. 
He started drawing portraits.
His Uncle Jaisinh Kapadia encouraged him and cousin Hetal 
Anjaria supported him by providing different materials to 
explore. With support of the family and pursuasion of his wife 
Radhika, he started taking his hobby to the commercial level by 
accepting customised portrait orders.
He specializes in portrait drawings made in charcoals and 
graphite pencils and oil paints. His curiosity to learn is never 
ending. 
He recently received an honorable mention in a recent online 
international contest for his realism charcoal work. With several 
portraits drawn, some are of celebrities and sports persons like 
Amitabh Bachchan, Sachin Tendulkar, NaMo, Naseeruddin 
Shah and many more.. Recent ones include P.V Sindhu and 
Sakshi Malik. 
His work can be seen on:
h t t ps : / /www. ins tag ram.com/an i rudhasha r  o r  on  
https://www.facebook.com/anirudh.ashar. 
He can be contacted on his mail a_ashar@yahoo.com or call 
him on 9820273397

a self-taught artist 
from Mumbai has been 
recognised by an 
International Drawing 
c o m p e t i t i o n  
and listed amongst the 
Acceptable list of 
artists. His selected 
e n t r y  i s  
"Bharatnatyam". 
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First Prize : Reena Bhimani

Congratulations
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Dr. Harshad Udeshi, Trustee Jankalyan Medical Society 
on naming ceremony of Navneet Cancer Research, 

Hospice & Dialysis centre, Mandvi-Kutch

Congratulations
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Borivali Bhatia Mitra Mandal 
celebrates AGM & Prize Distribution held on 

27th Nov 2016

Tulsi Vivah Darshan - Muscat Haveli
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Dr. Mukul Ashar in Haryana
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Shri Dharamshi Nenshi Toprani - Oman
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A Closer Look at the Internet of Things!

Imagine being stuck in traffic after a long day at 
work and just wanting to get home, have a hot 
shower, and lie on the sofa in front of the TV. 
Now imagine being able to set everything up so 
it’s ready to go as soon as you arrive. How 
would you do so? By means of your 
smartphone, of course!

With a few taps on your device’s screen, you’ll 
be able to instruct your home to prepare the hot 
water for your bath, set the air conditioning to 
just the right temperature, put the TV on your 
favorite channel. At the last minute, you also 
decide that you want a coffee when you arrive. 
No problem –you’ll find the kettle boiled and 
ready to go when you get in.

That’s where the so-called 'Internet of Things' 
comes in. It works on the basic premise that 
everything linked in to it is “smart” or, in other 
words, has an internet connection and thus 
allows for the possibility for them to be 
manipulated remotely.

Although it may sound like something out of a 
science fiction novel, the Internet of Things is 
already here. Think of homes with smart 
lighting and security systems, or refrigerators 
that can tell you specifically what you need to 
stock up on when you’re at the grocery store.

Some smart homes also have the ability to 
prepare themselves for the arrival of any 
guests you may be having over in your 
absence. For instance, you’ll be able to unlock 
your front door remotely or adjust lighting and 
heating settings in anticipation of their arrival. 
Similarly, if you forget to lock your front door on 
your way out, or forget to turn off the lights, 
you’ll be able to do this at the touch of a button.

The Internet of Things has become a possibility 
due to the advancement of computer chips, 
which are nowadays no thicker than a few 
strands of hair. As a result, they can be 

How would all this be possible?

So how much of a reality is this already?

embedded into appliances or devices without 
disrupting their core functions, thus allowing 
them to receive instructions and execute them 
accordingly.

Experts predict that Internet of Things market 
will be worth some $14 trillion globally by the 
year 2020, and there will be no less than 50 
billion smart devices making it up. These smart 
devices will range anywhere from medical 
chips implanted into people to monitor vital 
signs, to smart appliances in the home, to more 
complex commerc ia l  and indust r ia l  
applications.

This new industry will purportedly create 
millions of new jobs that will be required for the 
development, installation and maintenance of 
the new systems. Experts also predict that 
most modern homes will be equipped with such 
systems within the next decade.

The applications that smart technology, or the 
Internet of Things, has are almost limitless. For 
example, farmers will be able to irrigate their 
plantations and check toxicity and nutrient 
levels in the soil remotely, which will save them 
a lot of trial and error. It will also allow them to 
look for signs of animals doing their plantations 
harm, or plant diseases that may have a 
detrimental impact on their crops.

Commerce and industry also has the possibility 
to better keep track of inventory, machine 
health, and even be alerted to any of the wares 
that they've sold to consumers malfunctioning 
and being in need of repair.

Probably the most significant field that the new 
technology is having an impact on is the 
medical field. For instance, it’s now a possibility 
for a tiny chip to be implanted into your body 
during an operation. This will allow medical 
practitioners to be alerted to anything that may 
be going wrong with your health as soon as it 

Where else is the Internet of Things 
applicable?
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begins to occur. Theoretically, such a device 
can even be programmed to call an ambulance 
for you in the event that you can’t get to a phone 
quickly enough.

The scary reality of the modern world is that 
anything with a chip in it, or that has been 
programmed, can be hacked into by individuals 
that have malevolent intent. So, for instance, if 
you’re the owner of a smart home that gets 
hacked, you could end up being the victim of a 
burglar that walks right through your front door.
Similarly, if you own a smart car or have a 
medical chip implanted into your body, there’s 
a possibility that they can be interfered with. 
Imagine if your car gets shut down in the middle 
of a busy interstate, or someone wants to find 
out where you are for nefarious purposes such 
as kidnapping or robbery.

With regard to an implanted chip, there’s a 
possibility that the way in which it takes 
readings and gives out alerts becomes 
tampered with, and thus you won’t get the 

What are the risks of this new technology?

medical care you need, when you need it, as a 
result. While alarming, these are most 
definitely things that need to be considered.
Industry, commerce and infrastructure at large 
must also never allow themselves get to the 
point where they get too reliant on these 
systems for their operations. This is because 
although machines, automation, and 
computers can make everything faster, more 
efficient and less taxing, the stark reality is that 
these things can and will go wrong, not to 
mention that people who have bad intentions 
can interfere with them. 

The world is at a point where the metaphorical 
door is ajar for the Internet of Things. It’s now 
up to us to consider whether we open it fully 
and allow the technology to follow the path to 
ubiquity in our lives. The biggest consideration 
we all need to make is how far we need to go to 
ensure that smart systems are as minimally 
exposed to the possibility of tampering or 
viruses as possible.

CONCLUSION
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Arun Bhatia doodling again
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FIDEL ALEJANDRO CASTRO RUZ 

Born: 
Died:
Previous offices:
Quotes : 

Fidel Alejandro Castro Ruz was a Cuban politician and revolutionary who 
governed the Republic of Cuba as Prime Minister from 1959 to 1976 and then as 
President from 1976 to 2008.  

August 13, 1926, Birán, Cuba
 November 25, 2016, Santiago de Cuba Province, Cuba

 President of Cuba (1976–2008), 
A revolution is a struggle to the death between the future and the past.

They talk about the failure of socialism but where is the success of capitalism in 
Africa, Asia and Latin America?
I find capitalism repugnant. It is filthy, it is gross, it is alienating... because it causes war, hypocrisy and competition

M. G. K. MENON (Physicist)

Born:
Died:
Field: 
Books: 

Education: 
Academic advisor:

Mambillikalathil Govind Kumar Menon, FRS, also known as M. G. K. Menon, was a 
physicist and policy maker from India. He had a prominent role in the development of 
science and technology in India over four decades. 

 August 28, 1928, Mangalore
 November 22, 2016, New Delhi
Physics

Human Genome Research: Emerging Ethical, Legal, Social, and Economic 
Issues

University of Bristol, The Institute of Science, Mumbai
 C. F. Powell

DILEEP PADGAONKAR (1944-2016)
Padgaonkar started writing for the Times of India as a graduate student 
from Paris in the late 1960s and instantly made his mark as a thoughtful 
commentator. His forte as a journalist was the interview, a form he 
mastered and used to great effect, introducing generations of Indian 
readers to ideas and personalities they were only remotely aware of.

As a journalist and editor, Padgaonkar, imbibed the best qualities of his 
forerunners and peers without being burdened by their angularities and 
prejudices. He shared Sham Lal's passion for the world of letters and ideas 
and Girilal Jain's keen eye for politics. He was an internationalist like Frank 
Moraes but also a statist in the tradition of B.G. Verghese – an editor who 
felt he had a better sense of what was in the national interest than the politicians and bureaucrats who made up 
the 'establishment'. He had a sense of humour as wicked as that of Khushwant Singh and was a raconteur 
nonpareil. He was a connoisseur of Hindustani classical music and wrote knowledgeably about food. A man of 
great learning and culture, he was a Francophile and a Maharashtrian in equal measure. Anchored in many 
worlds, he was no rootless cosmopolitan. He could switch effortlessly between cultures and languages because 
he refused to limit his identity to a single dimension, but there was one area in which he allowed singularity to get 
the better of him – his unswerving and often irrational attachment to the Times of India.

Jayalalithaa Jayaraman was an Indian actor and politician who served five 
terms as the Chief Minister of Tamilnadu, for over fourteen years between 
1991 and 2016. 

 February 24, 1948
 December 5, 2016

Born:
Died:

JAYALALITHAA 

Famous people deaths
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